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MANANA KOBAIDZE

From the History of Identity and L anguage Planning
Policy in Georgia

Summary

During the Soviet period, languages and identif@sned a complicated hie-
rarchy in Georgia as well as in the whole SovietddnRussian was a major language
relative to Georgian and Georgian was a major lagguelative to other languages in
Georgia. At the same time, Georgians constituteireonty group in some regions of
Georgia and Georgian is a language of the minaritiiese regions. Ambiguity of status
is observable among other groups as well.

The cases of reversed assimilation have occurradin@rity group appears as a
regional majority and assimilates representatiefe majority group. It has also been
attested that one minority group assimilates amottieority group. The crucial factor is
the demographic factor and the intergroup socidpspgical climate, which was for-
med when Georgia itself was either a weakened ¢tat&18" centuries) or a part of
another state (920" centuries) that tried to change the national tfd@eorgia.

The Russian policy aimed to grant all languagess#mee rights on the whole ter-
ritory of the Soviet Union despite the national dens (except those languages that are
main languages of population outside the bordeteeSoviet Union Assyrian, Kurdish,
Greek). This was meant to create a new languagmtmlamong all languages where
only Russian should work as a means of interetteiations, and place Georgian at the
same level as Armenian, Azerbaijanian, and otheguages in Georgia as a first step of
the Russification.

Changes during the post-Soviet period have bedsctefl on this hierarchy.

After the Soviet period the second group of minesiturned out to be minorities
only in relation to Georgians lacking the SovieugRian) state with its supranational
and even suprareligious or atheistic ideology (camism). Thus this second group fo-
und itself to be a part not of the Soviet Union énéhevery nationality had its contributi-
on, and everybody had the same “elder brother"iBydsut to be a minority in Georgia,
an old country with its very clearly defined owstiorric and cultural face. Some of these
groups felt like minorities for the first time réleely to their former “equals”. Protest
against the new hierarchy and attempts to mairgathmore precisely to obtain a new
status in Georgia have emerged. The choice ofdhmasf of these attempts depends on
the demographic and geographic situation of themrd he hard socio-economic situa-
tion in Georgia also plays its part in this case.

This gave opportunity to Russia to retain immedt&s to any group within the
former “middle-stage” state Georgia and even gi@ntitizens with the citizenship of
Russia as a new means of expansion after the saicral state fall.

This article is an attempt to present a generakvewf these processes and to
describe the means employed by the Soviet Stateefdacing the traditionally formed
identities by the new Soviet one. One step of theie® policy - to disintegrate, to de-
construct the inner structure of all republics rmad out to be reached to a significant
degree, the next step - to integrate all theses @aidund one centre - the Soviet identity
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involving the shared history, culture, languagepidgy, has failed. The complex of ol-
der values appeared to be stronger than the neigtSme.

Under the “umbrella” of the “supranational” Sovatizenship of the supranatio-
nal state the consciousness of real “informal” iethrelonging to own ethnic groups has
been preserved and developed among both Georgiansther ethnic groups in Geor-
gia as a compensation of the lacking nationalaitship. The independent Georgia faces
the challenge to integrate the population of Geongit only administratively and econo-
mically, but also ideologically and linguistically.



