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MEDEA SAGLIANI

Complex Elisive Constructionsin Svan
(according to Svan chrestomathy)

Summary

When in one phrase two vowel-complex (rarely - three) occur simultaneously and
aso at the morphemes boundary simplification of these vowel-complexes take place
simultaneously, more exactly different phonetic processes, in which identical as well as
non-identical vowel complexes take part, such phenomenon is caled elisive
constructions.

The analytical material gave us opportunity to manifest models of complex elision
in two dialects of Svan - Upper Bal and Lower Bal. As for the Upper Svan dialects
there the cases of complex elision are not evidenced.

The vowels take part in the complex elisive constructions give the following
combinations of complexes in Svan; a+a, a+d, ata, ate, ato, ete, eta, et+d, eHi,
eto, iti, ita, i+d, it+e, ito, o+a, uta, ute, uto.

These vowel-complexes were divided into two parts:

1. identical at+a, ete, iti

2. non-identical a+i, a+a, ate, ato, eta, et+id, e+, eto, ita, i+i, ite, ito,
o+a, uta, ute, uto.

According to changes in the complex elisive constructions we distinguished the
complexesof A,B,C type.

Direction of lengthening in vowel-complexes formed at the morphemes boundary is
basically progressive, influence - regressive. The final stage of developing of a complex
as the analytical material showed us is the transition to one vowel. In given case
morphology plays a decisive role. The second component in an elisive construction and
whichis elisiving, is basically of morphological value.



