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LIA BAKURADZE

Towards some Questions of Expressing
Multiplicity in Georgian

Summary

There are lexical and grammatical means of exjprgsaultiplicity in Georgian.
A root word is initial for collective nouns formékrough affixation. Two main affixes
oba andnari are distinguished in Georgian. Along them in @éaor there are means
expressing multitude lexicallyration, chorus, grouggtc.

The forms of multiplicity formed through affixatioand expressed by the lexical
means have different morphological and syntactidatensity, which makes us think
that these two phenomena must not be discussdie@aime level. The nouns denoting
multitude formed through affixation are as if thepetition of a lexically already
existing model in a language. They are collectioeins as they have the same root
word from which they are formed and to what thdgtee

As for the nounscrowd, team, tribe, flock - have no opposed or a root word.
They only express conception of multiplicity thrdugxical meaning.

Quantitative changes are accompanied by qualitathes after some limit, thus,
expressing the grammatical number or multiplicity maturally followed by the
qualitative definition of subjects and phenomefhdanguage can express the quality of
multitude of countable and uncountable nouns.

In the modern Georgian language and its diaftasvord meli- 'the whole' is
used as an expressing determinant of completesfessiultiplicity, e.g “msli jogi
moreka” - 'He has herded the whole flock'mieli dgni caikitxa” - "He has read the
whole book", Mte#li dxe zeimobda” - "The whole prison was celebrating"mieli
mindori agvavda” -"The whole field was blossomed".

This determinant fits well for the multitude noufisck, nation, crowepas well as
for the common nouns which we named conditiondily transitional class among the
countable and uncountable nouns expressing qudmntityn, forest...)

In the ancient Georgian language the wgaleli 'all' was used a determinant for
expressing completeness of multiplicity.

The analogous process is evidenced in Georgaleals where almost (except
some exceptions) the wordsli is used as a determinant. In some Georgianaitale
the word mteli is substantivized and changes countable nouns.

In Ajarian dialects the following forms amvidencedteli modian, emdeni dunia
gaxden, telgan asea.

These discussed examples made us think that the pamcesses take place in
dialects as in the Old Georgian language — thetigative determination of number and
multiplicity and the aspiration of expressing thegh quality of the feature of
phenomenon or a subject, which is confirmed bystliestantivized processestefi in
Ajarian dialect.

Mteli (goveli) in fact, represents the subject or phenomenon dembtes the
lexically expressed multiplicity.



